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CHALCOT  WEEKLY 

Growing a Supportive Community of Active Learners 

 

PEER MEDIATORS 

2017 

Peer Mediator’s Ceremony 

Our Peer Mediators looked very proud as they received their badges during our 

assembly on Tuesday. 

Congratulations to all our 2017 Peer Mediators.  A very big thank you to Mr Evans for 

his continual commitment and leadership of our Peer Mediation Program. 

 



 

 

Harmony Day – Next Tuesday, 21st March 

To celebrate Harmony Day, we are encouraging all our children, staff and parents to come to 

school dressed in a cultural costume or wear something orange. Orange is the colour chosen to 

represent Harmony Day. Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and meaningful 

conversations.  

To celebrate Harmony Day, we will be holding a special assembly for both the junior and senior 

school. The junior school (Years Prep to 2) assembly will be held from 12.30pm to 1.00pm and 

the senior school (Years 3 to 6) assembly will be held from 2.30 to 3.00pm. During the 

assemblies, students will have the opportunity to showcase their costumes and our choir will be 

performing a special song.    

 

Easter Special Effort 
The Parent Club are holding an Easter Special Effort with three beautiful Easter Hampers to be 

won. 

 

Tickets have been sent home early this week with your child. Tickets are $2.00 each  

Please have all tickets and money (cash) returned to the school before Tuesday 28th 

March 2017. 

 

Winning tickets for the three Easter Hamper prizes will be drawn on Tuesday 28th March during 

our final assembly for Term 1, at 2.45pm.  

More ticket sheets are available from the front office if needed. 

 

Parent Club Disco 

The Parent Club will be holding their Term 1 Day Disco on Friday 31st March. 

Information has been distributed to all families via Tiqiz. The disco ball will be 

flashing from 10.00am to 11.00am for Years Prep to 2 and 11.30am to 12.30pm for 

Years 3 to 6.  

  

The cost is $2.00 per child to attend the disco and a further $2.00 per child to come along in 

casual dress ($4.00 per child total); Parent Club has put a cap of $10.00 per family.  

Payment can be made through Qkr or cash payments will be accepted on the day. Cash payments 

will not be accepted before the day of the disco.   

 

Term 2 - Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Parent/Teacher interview notices (hard copies) will be distributed to all families early next week. 

Interviews will be held on Thursday 27th April. This will be a great opportunity for the class 

teacher to discuss your child’s progress so far this year, your child’s individual learning needs 

and areas of future learning.  

 

At the end of Term 3, Student Led Conferences will be held on Thursday 21st September. 

Student Led Conferences are a very important way for your child to showcase their work and 

learning throughout the year. You will have the opportunity to celebrate with your child, their 

work and to discuss areas for improvement.  

 

A reminder that written reports will be distributed to parents at the end of Terms 2 and 4.    

 

 

 



Term 1 Ends – Friday 31st March at 2.30pm  

Please ensure that you have made arranges for your children to be picked up at 2.30pm.   

If you are unable to make arrangements for a 2.30pm pick up and supervision is required, please 

contact Before and After School Care on 0400 194 859.  

 

The arrangements for the day will be as follows:  

 

 9.00am to 11.00am        Session 1 (Junior School disco 10.00 to 11.00) 

 11.00am to 11.30am      Morning recess  

 11.30am to 1.00pm        Session 2 (Senior School Disco 11.30 to 12.30, eating time 12.50) 

 1.00pm to 2.00pm        Lunch recess  

 2.00pm to 2.30pm        Children will be dismissed from their classrooms at 2.30pm.  

 

Term 2 commences Tuesday 18th April. 

 

 

Changes to Assembly – Beginning Term 2 

Beginning next term, assemblies will be broken up into senior (Years 3 to 6) and junior 

assemblies (Years Prep to 2). Junior and senior assemblies will be on a fortnightly rotational 

basis. The first assembly for Term 2 will be a senior assembly held on Tuesday 18th April at 

2.45pm. The second assembly for the term will be a junior assembly held on Tuesday 2nd May 

at 3.00pm.  Please check ‘Dates to Remember’ in the newsletter for assembly dates and times.   

 

2016 Annual Report  

Next week, I will be presenting the 2016 Annual Report to the school community during our 

Annual General Meeting on Thursday 23rd March at 7.00pm.  

The document provides details about the profile of our school’s families and staff and reports on 

achievements in relation to student learning, student engagement and student wellbeing.  

The document will be available through our school’s website at: www.chalcotps.vic.edu.au  

 

School Policy Review 

We are currently reviewing our English as an Additional Language policy.  School community 

input is welcome.  If you would like to make any comments in relation to this policy, please feel 

free to email your comments to me via the school’s email address at 

chalcot.lodge.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

Monica Ghirxi 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CHALCOT LODGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 5231 

 

POLICY:  ENGLISH  AS  AN  ADDITIONAL  LANGUAGE  (EAL) 

 

INITIAL  COPY RATIFIED / REVIEW 

17/05/95  14/03/17 

PURPOSE 

To enable students from language backgrounds other than English to acquire knowledge about Australian 

culture and develop competence and confidence in English, so that they can participate in all aspects of life. 

 

GUIDELINES 

 The New Arrivals Program provides intensive EAL instruction to prepare students for participation in 

mainstream schools. Students normally attend an English-language school or centre for between six to 

twelve months, depending on their educational background and/or refugee/humanitarian status. 

 Development of communication skills in English will enable EAL students to widen their networks of 

interpersonal relations, have direct access to information in English and use their language skills for study, 

vocational and leisure purposes. 

 In developing an understanding of Australian culture, EAL students should be able to use this as a basis 

for making informed comparisons with other cultures, and may have a deeper appreciation of their own 

personal identity and value.  

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 On enrolment parents/guardians of newly enrolled SRP-funded EAL students will be informed of their 

right to access the New Arrivals Program for their children, if assessed as requiring an intensive English 

program. 

 The target group for the New Arrivals Program is students who have recently arrived in Australia. To be 

eligible for the New Arrivals Program students: 

 must speak a language other than English as their main language at home; 

 must have proficiency in English that is determined, at the local level, to require intensive 

assistance to enable them to participate fully in mainstream classroom programs; 

 if entering the first year of primary schooling must have begun a New Arrivals Program 

within 18 months of arrival; 

 if entering any other year of schooling, must have begun a New Arrivals Program within six 

months of arrival in Australia; and 

 at the time of enrolling in the New Arrivals Program, must be undertaking or intending to 

undertake primary or secondary education at a Victorian Government school as soon as 

practicable after completing the course. 

 The Student Wellbeing Coordinator will complete a new arrivals data collection return electronically via 

CASES21 twice a year, as requested. 

 The Student Wellbeing Coordinator will be responsible for completion of EAL surveys. 

 All class teachers will be responsible for EAL students in their class. 

 Assessment will be carried out by the class teacher applying the EAL Stages or Victorian Curriculum 

Standards as appropriate.   

 A written report to parents will be completed twice yearly by the class teacher using the Victorian 

Curriculum or EAL Stages as appropriate. 

 A variety of resources and strategies, including the DET web site, will be used to support the teaching and 

learning of EAL students. 

 

EVALUATION 

The ‘English as an Additional Language (EAL) Students’ Policy will be reviewed by the Student Wellbeing 

Coordinator in consultation with the Education Policy Committee, every three years, or sooner if required. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



AFL Multicultural Schools Program 
Year 5/6 students have completed the four week AFL Multicultural Schools Program based on 

developing skills and key educational themes. The sessions have been conducted by Jim 

Freeman from the Casey Demons VFL team. Students have developed the key skills of 

handballing, kicking and marking, and applied these skills to an AFL 9's match. Students will be 

notified if they have been selected to represent our school at the Regional Multicultural Cup Gala 

day later this year. If there are any students interested in joining a local football team, please 

contact Miss Thomas for further details.  

Amanda Thomas,  

Sports Coordinator 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Sunday 19th March Environmental  Bunnings BBQ Dandenong 8.00am – 4.00pm  

Tuesday 21st March Harmony Day Assemblies  Prep – Yr 2  12.30pm – 1.00pm  

Yr 3 – 6  2.30pm – 3.00pm  

Thursday 23rd  March School Council AGM 

New School Council Meeting 

7.00pm – Staffroom 

7.15pm - Staffroom 

Monday 27th March International Comps (ICAS)  Payment due via QKR  

Monday 27th March Parent Club AGM 6.30pm – Staffroom 

Tuesday 28th March  Assembly – Froggy Awards 2.45pm – Hall 

Friday 31st March  End of Term 1 2.30pm dismissal 

Tuesday 18th April Term 2 Commences 9.00am start 

Tuesday 18th April Senior Assembly Yr 3 – 6  2.45pm – Hall  

Thursday 20th April Fun Run 9.00am – 11.00am  

Monday 24th April  ANZAC Day Ceremony Yr 3 – 6  9.15am  

Prep – Yr 2  2.45pm  

Tuesday 25th April ANZAC Day No School  

Thursday 27th April Parent/Teacher Interviews TBA 

Mon – Fri 1st – 

5th 

May 

May 

Year 5/6 Camp – Ace High Ranch Full Payment due 21/4 

Monday 1st May Parent Club 6.30pm – Staffroom  

Tuesday 2nd May Parent Club Morning Tea 9.00am – 10.00 am – Staffroom  

Tuesday 2nd  May Junior Assembly Yrs. Prep – 2  3.00pm  – Hall  

Wednesday 3rd May Kinder Club 2.30pm – 3.30pm  

Tue – Thur 9th –  

11th  

May 

May 

NAPLAN Yr 3 & 5 Students 

Tuesday 9th May Senior Assembly 2.45pm – Hall  

Thursday 11th May School Council 7.00pm – Staffroom  

Tuesday 16th May Junior Assembly Prep – Yr 2  3.00pm – Hall  

Thursday 18th May Curriculum Day Student Free Day 

Tuesday 23rd May Yr 3 – 6 School Athletics Carnival TBA 

Tuesday 23rd  May Senior Assembly Cancelled – due 

to Athletics Carnival  

 

Tuesday 30th  May Junior Assembly Yrs. Prep – 2  3.00pm – Hall  

Thursday  1st  June Education Night – ‘Healthy 

Minds, Healthy Bodies ‘ 

TBA  

DIARY DATES 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 

CARE 

Child Care Benefit and Child Care Rebate 

available for all families. 

Morning: 7.00am – 8.45am Monday to 

Friday during school term, excluding all 

Victorian Public Holidays.  

Permanent/casual: $ 15.00. 

Breakfast is provided until 8.30am. 

 

Our program for afterschool care next 

week will include the following activities: 

 painting 

 playdough 

 making cup holders 

 sponge throwing 

 chalk drawing 

Afternoon: 3.30pm – 6.00pm Monday to 

Friday during school term, excluding all 

Victorian Public Holidays.  

Afternoon snack and drink provided. 

Permanent/casual: $ 19.00. 

For program information, bookings or 

cancellations, please contact Emily on 

0400 194 859 during weekdays. 

Y.L.V Team 

 

UNIFORM SALES 

School uniform items can be purchased 

directly from the Beleza School Uniform 

Store at shop 7, 151 – 159 Princess Hwy, 

Hallam, phone 9702 3181.  MasterCard 

and Visa are accepted. 

Beleza order forms are also available at 

the school office.  When placing your 

order, you will need to make payment to 

the school either by cash or by completing 

your credit card details on the order form.  

Beleza staff will then deliver your order 

the school.  

 
 

 

SCHOOL BANKING  

Don’t forget that EVERY FRIDAY is 

School Banking day and students should 

hand in their deposit book first thing on 

Friday.  

WELCOME: We would like to welcome a 

new coordinator to our existing team of Jill, 

Casey and Ingrid – Sarah Hamilton has had 

a great start at learning the ropes over the 

last few weeks. 

REWARDS NEWS: Rewards can be 

ordered as soon as your child has 10 tokens.  

NEW REWARDS AVAILABLE NOW:  

Colour Change Markers and Cyber 

Handball. OLDER REWARDS STILL 

AVAILABLE:  Deep Sea Savers Money 

Box (1 left), Dollarmites Money Box, 

Outback Pat Bag Tag, Outer Space Savers 

Money Box (2 left), Sea Streamers (1 left) 

and Shark Keyring (1 left). 

MAJOR COMPETITION: Every banker 

aged     4-13 who makes a minimum of 15 

deposits before the end of Term 3 will be 

eligible to win a family trip to Tokyo 

Disneyland with spending money! There 

are 30 banking weeks in that time, so 

there’s plenty of opportunity to be in the 

running. For further details, go to: 

https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/ki

ds/school-banking/2017-school-banking-

grand-prize-conditions-of-entry.html 

If you’ve signed your child up online, and 

their book hasn’t arrived yet, we can still 

get them going if you have been given the 

account number by the bank. Just pop in to 

the parents’ room inside the library as soon 

after 9 am as possible on a Friday morning, 

or leave a message at the school office. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
31/3/17: Last day of School Banking for 

Term 1 

Ingrid Williams  

School Banking Coordinator  
    

Primrose Hill Close, Endeavour Hills 3802.  Telephone 9700 4455 

chalcot.lodge.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website Address:  www.chalcotps.vic.edu.au 



 


